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Ethnic diversity and its implications for the nation—
building process in the African Sahel region : between the

necessity of achieving social integration and preserving

national unity
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Abstract

The decline in the influence of the Realistic school and with it
the centrality of the state, Attention to new non-state actors has
emerged as the primary drivers of international events, including
the ethnic variable, especially in African countries, which has
made conflict between different minorities of different origins
and affiliations a very common phenomenon. The problem of
ethnic strife is among the problems that have faced and are still
facing the processes of building the modern African state,
especially at the level of national unity. The African society is
composed of tribal groups, The countries of sub-Saharan Africa,
after their independence in the 1960s, did not know national unity
in the sense that is common in European countries, and the tribal

style remains the dominant style in large parts of Africa.

Key words: Ethnic pluralism, Social integration, National Unity,
Security stability.
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