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The consumption pattern during times of crisis of Algerian families - the
COVID-19 pandemic as a model - An ethnographic study
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Abstract:

The present research paper aims to shed light on the consumption pattern of Algerian families
during the COVID-19 pandemic. On this basis, this study follows a descriptive approach
towards the collection of the needed data. Furthermore, the results of the study revealed that the
prevailing consumption pattern was characterized by moderation, balance, and non-
accumulation of products. The results also indicated that spending priorities according to
Maslow’s hierarchy of needs went to physiological needs in the first degree, such as food
products, security and safety from the virus in a second degree, the results also showed the
spread of panic buying is attributed to two main factors: drifting behind the herd mentality, and
fear of scarcity of products from the behalf of the studied sample.

Keywords: Corona pandemic; covid 19 virus; crisis consumption pattern; Ethnographic
method; family.
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