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Abstract:

The Arab world has remained almost the only region away from the winds of
the third wave of democratic transition, which has accelerated after the collapse of the
Soviet Union. Despite what may be seen as potential inhibitors of this Arab delay,
such as poverty and illiteracy, ethnic diversity and social heterogeneity, the spread of
democracy in a number of regions with the same characteristics or even worse,
indicates that there is a crisis of democratic transition in the Arab world. This article
approaches this crisis by asking a number of fundamental questions: What are the
characteristics of the Arab democratic transition? And Why the Arab world seems to
be lagging behind the democratic transition? What are the forms of democratic
transition in the Arab world? And its consequences on the quality and sustainability of
Arab democracy? The paper discusses these questions by addressing three relevant
variables: in terms of inputs patterns and outputs.

Keywords: Democratic Transition, Transition Factors, Transition Patterns, Transition
Outputs
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