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Empowerment Using Social Protection Mechanisms Under The Girinka Program In
Rwanda (2006-2016)
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Abstract:

Social protection is considered one of the most effective means of economic and
social empowerment.

Girinka is a program aimed at empowering the poor, and it is inspired by the
ancient Rwandan culture. A dairy cow is given to every poor family that meets a set of
conditions, provided that the first female child of the cow is given to another poor
family, and this program has made an important step towards increasing milk
production, enabling a large proportion of poor families to provide them with a reliable
source of income and enable them to escape from poverty.

However, the local authorities faced many obstacles throughout the
implementation period of the program, the most important of which was corruption and
lack of rehabilitation of the human element, in addition to the lack of follow-up and
veterinary care for livestock, which often leads to the death of significant numbers of
them. It also faced the problem of some people’s reluctance to give the birth of the cow.
Keywords: Social Protection, Empowerment, Poverty, Girinka, Rwanda.
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