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Abstract: Modern states face widespread violation of humanitarian law
and human rights. The efforts toward criminal justice are not enough
because those post-conflict societies are confronted the challenges of
national transitions so judging the heinous crimes of the past mustn’t
compromise the country’s future.

Truth commissions especially the South African one appears as the
best approach to consolidate peace and reconciliation. So the following
article tells the powerful story of victims, perpetrators, truth commission
staff members, and other actors faced with the challenge of uncovering
and then revealing the truth. The objective must be a successtul
transition from civil strife to peaceful coexistence and democracy.

Key words: widespread violation of humanitarian law, human rights,
national transition, Truth . commissions, peace, reconciliation,

democracy.
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Cherif, Leiden — Boston, Martinus Nijhoft Publishers, 2009, pp 1 —
1119.

7 _ Sassoli. Marco. La premier décision de la chambre d appel dw tribunal
pénal international pour I'ex-Yougoslavie (TPIY), Tadic compétence,

Revue général droit international public, Tome 100, 1994, p 105.

® _The ICC’s 2007 budget was $146 million (93 million Euros), leaving
it still some way behind the $1.2 billion (762 million Eurosy and $1
billion (635 million Eurosy spent by the“International Criminal Tribunal
tor the former Yugoslavia ({CTYyand International Criminal Tribunal
tor Rwanda (ICTR) respectivelyrinstheir ten years of operation, a cost of
between $10-15 million (6.4-9.5 million Euros)y per accused.
? _ Prosecutor v. Joseph Kony, et al, ICC-02/04-01/05-1 Decision on
the Prosecutor’s Application for Warrants of Arrest under Article 58,
Pre-Trial Chamber I ;8 July 2005.

Cshal) Mg |l s Lo J gl 0 S sl o galc OLYI Bt samdl) () Bmgia ot — 10

.5 2¢2009 ¢ G

""" Prosecutor v Furundgiza | dACTY) IT-98-29-T, Trial Judgment,
para 155.
2 _ Report of the Secretary General on the Establishment of a Special
Court for Sierra Leone’, UN Doc. S/2000/915, paras. 22 - 24. (The
Secretary-General explained that: while recognizing that amnesty is an

accepted legal concept and a gesture of peace and reconciliation at the

299



Al g ddlaaly )l 1 ety ddladd! gudoed AT dodladdly didod) Ol
9> (.JL.» .S ep,lad\ NN PYI

end of a civil war or an internal armed conflict, the United Nations has
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