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Poetics of time in the new novel
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Abstract:

The remnants of the Second World War were a profound cultural and
psychological shock to the contemporary novelist's consciousness. This shock was
spread by scientific discoveries and reinforced by the space conquest, which
destroyed all its cognitive assumptions and undermined its intellectual and literary
convictions.
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Perhaps one of the most important narrative categories that distorted his certainty
and worried his act of writing is the category of time that stopped him on a fragile
ground of relativity, the fourth dimension, the multiplicity of universes, the
overlap of times.

And since the novelist is the embodiment of the consciousness of shock, time has
become the main hero in his new novel seeking to represent him, encircle him and
express the confusion in front of him and the helplessness about him. Literary
criticism has kept up with creative tremors in theory and in practice to identify the
dimensions of the contemporary narrative experimentation.

This research paper tries to address time in its philosophical dimension, forms of
presence in the new novel and the study mechanisms in the new novelistic
discourse.

Keywords: poetics; time-new novel; narratology; Bergson
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