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The potential of internal trade in Africa
and the future of the African Continental Free Trade Area (AFCFTA)
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Abstract:

This study to examine the potential of trade between African countries and prospects for
promoting regional economic integration, by highlighting many components of African economic
integration and common points among countries that support the idea of integration and
interdependence.

the results of the analysis indicate that there is great potential for trade between African
countries that enhances and supports the success of the African Continental Free Trade Area, but
despite this the region is guided by a range of challenges related to weak regional infrastructure,
productivity and capacity competitiveness, which calls for efforts to overcome this.
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COMESA 7,41 6,15 6.77 9,61 9,83 11,34
CEN-SAD 7,57 6,83 5,55 8,03 7,76 9,40
EAC 16,78 19,03 18,80 18,64 17,27 18,55
SACU 2,54 2,39 15,14 16,30 13,47 13,54
ECOWAS 9,66 1013 6,59 9,46 9,65 1,27
ECA 10,04 9,70 13,67 18,17 16,65 17,83
SADC 12,87 10,40 17,75 11,42 13,21 13,54
UMA 317 2,42 2.40 4.29 272 3.81
WAEMU 17,23 15,40 13,73 11,42 13,21 13,54
10,05 9,71 13,67 18,18 16,65 17,83
Africa (89,95) * (90,28) (86,32) (81,81) 83,34) (82,16)
(2,29) ** (2,96) (3.92) (2,38) (2,51) (2,19)
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Sowrce: Estimates World Bank sty team.
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