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Ethnography and the manifestations of cultural patterns implicit in the novel

(The Night of the Country) by the Iraqi novelist Janan Jassim Halawi
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ABSTRACT:

The novel represents a record of human society and a reminder of its minute life details,
and this is what made it a field of knowledge for the study of ethnography. Being “the descriptive
study of the way of life and the set of traditions, customs, values, tools, arts, and folk traditions of a
particular group, or society, during a specific period of time”(), so through this we can study a social
sample in a specific time and place represented by the Iran-Iraq war and its details The minute
through one of the war novels.

Because it represents a field monitoring of these events in their precise details, as that war
had two images: an official image represented by the flags of the former regime, and a hidden
image whose painful and terrifying details are not allowed to be talked about. Because he lived in
exile, far from the oppression and control of the repressive authority, in order to document the
facts that he experienced on the ground. Through the description that came in the novel, we can
shed light on the cultural patterns, monitor these phenomena ethnographically and analyze them
according to those visible and implicit cultural patterns.

By studying the novel "The Night of the Country” from an ethnographic point of view and
with a descriptive-analytical approach, two important aspects can be observed that are the subject
of study, the first: describing the details of the external aspects of the life that the Iraqi soldier (the
original character of the novel) lived in that war, its camps and prisons, and the second describing
the manifestations of cities and life Social during that war and its social repercussions. It is a
description and monitoring of life and its manifestations in the time of that war, and through this
accurate description, the prevailing cultural patterns, the unknown fate and the loss of identity are
evident.

Keywords: Ethnography, cultural patterns, Night of the Country, Janan Jassem Halawi.
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