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The methodology of Arabic language from normative to descriptive to
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Abstract

The research discusses normative, descriptive, and interpretive methods, providing
a definition for each and drawing comparisons between them with examples to
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determine the most commonly used approach, and to highlight the distinctiveness of
each. The study was conducted based on the descriptive-analytical method in an
attempt to answer the following research question: Will relying solely on the
interpretive approach in this study serve its purpose? Or will the interpretive method
carve its path by integrating both normative and descriptive stages? The paper is
divided into three sections, followed by a conclusion. The first section begins with an
introduction to normativity, discussing the concept of rectitude in speech and
referentiality and illustrating its types with external examples. This is followed by
evidence in Arabic syntax. The second section, titled Descriptivism and Its Limits,
traces its origins and significance, then explores the foundations of the descriptive
approach in the book of Sibawayh, and concludes with the features of descriptivism in
Ferdinand de Saussure's theory, through the discussion of tabular and contextual
relationships. The third section addresses interpretivism, its genesis, concept, and the
principles of Fairclough's theory in his grammatical approach to interpretive
methodology. The researcher arrives at conclusions suggesting a preference for the
descriptive and interpretive approaches over the normative method in the study of
language.
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