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Résume:

Of all the nineteenth-
centrury political
movements that
Nietzsche  decries-from
socialism to liberalism he
reserves his most
venomous words for the
anarchists. He calls them
the anarchist logs that are
roaming the streets of
European culture the
epitome of the herd-
animal  moralitry that
char-acterizes modern
democratic politucs
nietzsche sees anar-chism
as poisoned at the root by
the pestiferous weed of
ressentiment the spiteful
polities of the weal and
pitiful the morality of the
slave is Nietz sche here
merely  venting  his
conservative wrath
against radical politics or
is he diagnosing a real
sickness that has infected

our radical political
imaginary despite
Nietzsche’s obvious

prejudice towards radical
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politics, 1 will take
seriously  his  charge
against anarchism i will
explore this cunning logic
of ressentiment in
relation to radical politics
particularly  anarchism
and i will attempt to
unmask  the  hidden
strains of ressentiment in
the Manichean political
thinking  of  classical
anarchists like Bakunin
and kropotkin this is not
with the intention of
bdismissing anarchism as
a political theory. On the
contry, | see anarchism as
an important theoretical
precursor to a
poststructuralist  politics
because of its
deconstruction of
political authority and its
critique  of  Marxist
economic  determinism
However, | suggest here
that anarchism could
become more relevant to
contemporary  political
struggles if it were made
to confront the
ressentiment at the heart

of its revolutionanry
philosophy, particularly
in the essentiaist
identities and.As a
reaction to this racist
philosophy, the
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