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Abstract : In this research paper, we seek to highlight the position of the
contemporary novel of the Jewish ‘Other’. Our interest here is about the Jewish
minority in Algeria during the Liberation revolution, and about revealing the
secret relationship between of the ego ‘I’ with the ‘Other’, as well as, about the
‘center’ in the ‘margin’ by decoding the text and reading it in its historical
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framework as created by the writer who attempted to reveal the circumstances
of the events and the data produced by the revolution that prompt the reader to
re-read it as a modernist achievement. In doing so, he tries to reveal the implied
and textual ambiguities that the text does not explicitly state.

In this research paper, we attempt to work on one of the novels of the
Algerian writer ‘Habib Sayeh’, in his novel ‘I and Haim’ which reveals the
dimensions of ‘good’ and ‘evil’ in the relations of the Jewish ‘other’ and
discloses the controversy of the ‘center’ and the ‘margin’, by presenting the
story of friendship between an Algerian Muslim figure represented by ‘Arslan
Hanafi’, the son of the leader ‘Gaid’, and ‘Haim Benmimoun’ a member of the
Jewish minority. The writer tries to give the Algerian revolution other
dimensions based on creating a human space that contains all identities, and
working to give the ‘margins’ the opportunity to regain its centrality. We chose
to use in this study some philosophical concepts related to the problem at hand,
in addition to some statements of cultural criticism and cultural studies.

Key- words : Center, Margin, Other, Habib Sayeh, Cultural Criticism,
Cultural Studies.
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