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The folk tale T720 in the local ’kabyle’and international
tradition-an anthropological, evolutionary and symbolic
study
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Abstract :

This article analyzes a popular tale titled: “My Mother Killed Me, My
Father Ate Me, My Sister Gathered My Bones. It is listed in the International
Catalog of Folk Tales of "Aarne-Thompson" as type T720. We translated and
presented its different versions of local and international folkloere, and we
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noticed a great resemblance between them. We have analysed the similarity of
the different versions of the T720 tale using the evolutionary anthropological
theory represented by "James Fraser" and "Edward Taylor", and the symbolic
anthropological theory represented by Gilbert Durand. We concluded that the
reason for the similarity of the different versions of this tale is due to the fact that
it deals with a sacred subject which preoccupies man everywhere and at all times,
which is the subject of life, of death and resurrection : It is the doctrine of the life
and immortality of the soul.
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