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Theoretical foundations of Turkish foreign policy
shift in the Middle East under the Justice and
Development Party (AKP) government
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Abstract:
The Turkish foreign policy has
witnessed, since the rise of the
Justice and Development Party to
power, a fundamental shift in its
main strategic visions and external
orientations in general, and
towards the Middle East in
particular. Moreover, the new
government embraced a new
approach seeking to transform
Turkey into a major regional actor
by giving the priority to the
domestic determinants of its
foreign policy. It has relied, in
order to achieve its objectives, on
three strategic theories sketched
by “Ahmed Davutoglu,” including
the civilizational transformation,
the strategic depth approach and

the neo-Ottomanism.
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