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Abstract:

In this study, I prove anti-Palestinian
bias in the New York Times, during
the First and Second Palestinian
Intifadas.  Using  state-of-the-art
natural language processing toolkits
as well as a regression model with
over 90% accuracy based on a
carefully validated word bank, I
analyse over 33000 NYT articles for
(1) their use of active/passive voice
and (2) the objectivity, tone, and
violent sentiment of the language
used. I follow up my quantitative
analysis with a qualitative validation
step, analysing biased articles in each
period. In conjunction with historical
context, I show that anti-Palestinian
bias persisted in the New York Times
during both periods and, in fact,
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' Said Edward, Orientalism, New York: Pantheon Books, 1978.
2 ibid.
3 Said Edward, Introduction, essay, In Blaming the Victims: Spurious Scholarship
and the Palestinian Question, edited by Edward Said and Christopher Hitchens,
London: Verso, 2001, p. 1.
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4 Dower John W., War Without Mercy: Race & Power in the Pacific War, New
York: Pantheon Books, 1986.
5 Kitano Harry, War without Mercy: RACE AND POWER IN THE PACIFIC WAR
by John Dower, Los Angeles Times, May 25, 1986.
® Dower John W., op. cit., p. 81
7 ibid. p. 87
8 Brooks Dwight, and Lisa Hébert, Gender, Race, and Media Representation, In The
SAGE Handbook of Gender and Communication.
9 Mearsheimer John J., and Stephen M. Walt., The Israel Lobby and U.S. Foreign
Policy, 1st edition, New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2007, p. 169.
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10 Chomsky Noam, Middle East Terrorism and the American Ideological System,
essay, In Blaming the Victims: Spurious Scholarship and the Palestinian Question,
edited by Edward Said and Christopher Hitchens, London: Verso, 2001. p. 109.
ibid. p.p. 134-136.
12 Said Edward, The Essential Terrorist, essay, In Blaming the Victims: Spurious
Scholarship and the Palestinian Question, edited by Edward Said and Christopher
Hitchens, 149-58. London: Verso, 2001. p. 150.
13 Zelizer Barbie, David Park, and David Gudelunas, ‘‘How Bias Shapes the News:
Challenging The New York Times’ Status as a Newspaper of Record on the Middle
East’’, Journalism, vol. 3, no. 3 (December 2002).
- Bazian Hatem, ‘“The Islamophobia Industry and the Demonization of Palestine:
Implications for American Studies’’, American Quarterly, vol. 67, no. 4 (2015).
- Mearsheimer John J., and Stephen M. Walt., op. cit.
- Chomsky Noam, op. cit.
- Said Edward, The Essential Terrorist, op. cit.

82




(1)14 szl Adgal! BNy Loliad plall 25! 501 AUl

2023 olg> 20548l

4all cMlxdl sda Jis 0585 O mampedl (o9 bolei¥l sda (e pugay Jold Giza
oo S @ 6085 Gebudall Jladl ae dablazddl clagadl o A5 §lad
Llugdl @ L8)01 oda Jie (e g9y Sile Glady ady capie Jad 3y J) oloY!
J31s gaaadall oladll 8 laally bl 318,015 Cagstll #lie o) 1uansKYl
U Al S Lisboy LA 3Soyed| 2uaga¥1g Buaglall Aaglaiall z5l5
il Spoliall clegazll i (o Goamll did=s Slulys (o andl clz] @i
Azl e clelaially diida sl
oo bole Goues” Gloiny i€ Eiloml e 8,83 40,45 g At usd
& Otbolal il I adey) dudaaall culollaoly yeldn Jaloes i JMY
Loacdall 2601 Aadlae 2as Opalsell adsiad ottt 1da G 1950zl LYl
oo SN M3 618 Aol cazum e B I cpasbiadl @ ) gl Judm!
dzy oda ble cruesd! 548 35 (el hpss s § L) 2017 J) 1967
Lealas (e Blagal 2anly AST Jsla) Jgo s9mmas (G A, Il rasliall” Ggalaell
Al aa el Csimial camiall sda o) 19240819 "8 cnlaidd o 8y5matall
dpitd (o8 Jeloe ezl 150l8 WS 80 wlall aliall Loluasiul cangs 25,
Jo> B Il crsliall” o elulns 485 2 ol SlelSly Jozell S5 oS5
Aeailly lasld Jo Bpanisy ) clialls B)lae Aplmy) ST Lilias] il Juslyu]
G @l Jeady gy plaidly s Slygdde sbidtuly ey diell apez
WadMell e Lol il oSeadl oo @l sl blail e 8 JaS Ll Iglings
Leds ol el 4L Aaanl] due gl

14 Roy Sara, ‘‘Reflections On the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict in U.S. Public
Discourse: Legitimizing Dissent’’, Journal of Palestine Studies, vol. 39, no. 2 (2010).
p. 23.

15 ibid. p. 24.

16 Siddiqui Usaid, and Owais A Zaheer, Edited by Varun Setlur and Di Yan, ‘50
Years of Occupation: A Sentiment and N-Gram Analysis of U.S. Mainstream Media
Coverage of the Israeli Occupation of Palestine’’, Toronto, Ontario, 2018.

17 ibid.

18 ibid. p. 2.

19 ibid. p. 3.

2 ibid. p. 2.
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2l ' Weir Alison, ““Off the Charts: Accuracy in Reporting of Israel/Palestine, The New
York Times”’. If Americans Knew, 2005. p. 1.

2 ibid. p. 11.
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In Reporting, April 4, 2002.
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27 Caballero Jonas Xavier, The Impact of Media Bias on Coverage of Catastrophic
Events: Case Study from the New York Times’ Coverage of the Palestine/Israel
Conflict, 2010.
28 ibid.
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Theses, 2007.
30 Al-Sarraj Wael F., and Heba M. Lubbad, ‘‘Bias Detection of Palestinian/Israeli
Conflict in Western Media: A Sentiment Analysis Experimental Study’’.
International Conference on Promising Electronic Technologies (ICPET), 2018.
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