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Abstract

The present research aims to highlight the

ongoing debate about the nature of the
relationship between the social performance and
financial sustainability goals of MFIs. The
research further attempts to measure the ability of
MFIs to achieve targeted financial performance
without compromising their social goals, and
determine whether there is It really a trade-off
relationship between the social and financial
sustainability goals of MFIs by analysing
theoretical and empirical evidence.
It was concluded that the studies found
experimental evidence on the trade-off between
the financial performance and the social
performance of MFIs, ie the deviation mission
drift in the microfinance industry. Most of the
parties involved in microfinance have been
debating in the recent years about the subject, and
have settled the matter in favor of the financial
sustainability approaches, arguing that largescale
outreach to the poor and achieving long-term
social goals cannot be guaranteed unless MFIs are
financially sustainable.

Keywords : Microfinance,
financial sustainability,
performance, mission drift.
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