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Abstract:

The research aims to study the challenges faced by small and medium-sized internationalized
companies to develop and maintain their international competitiveness. Companies face many
challenges both in their internal and external environments. The International Trade Center proposes
a "Competitive Capabilities Network”, which aims to identify the determinants of competitive
capabilities building for internationalized small and medium-sized enterprises. These determinants
include two dimensions: layers (environments) and pillars. In our study, we present this network and
try to amend it in light of the challenges that have been studied, adding the international environment
layer as well as the capacity to face crises pillar. We also amended the determinants of the competitive
capacities at each layer and pillar.

Keywords: International small and medium enterprises, Challenges of the internal and external
environment, Competitive capabilities network.
JEL Classification Codes : D21, L20, M20.
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