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Abstract:

The importance of maritime logistics for trade and development has rarely been more evident and
important than in recent years (2019-2020-2021-2022), high and volatile freight rates, congestion,
closed ports and new orders for freight post-COVID-19 and the war in Ukraine have had negative
effects measurable on people’s lives.

Therefore, this study aims to determine the causes and effects of the rise in freight costs at the global
level and the need for investment in the maritime logistics chain.

The most important finding in this study is that the recovery of maritime trade after COVID-19, which
is offset by the decline in fleet growth, congestion in ports, and the war in Ukraine are the main
reasons that disrupted food and energy supplies. Thus, these recurring imbalances and geopolitical
risks fuel the discussion about reinvestment and the formation of supply chains.

Keywords: supply chains, freight rates, logistics services, dry bulk..
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