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The Closed-Space Theme in the Algerian Modern Novel: A
critical reading of Sedik Hadj Ahmed’s novel “El Ziwan
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Abstract:
This research tackles the aspect of closed space theme in the modern Algerian
novel, through a critical reading in a modern Algerian novel which was written in
and from the depths of the Algerian desert “Sahara”, and what characterizes the
Saharian society from traditions and heritage, which manifests itself in the ways
by which the houses and the narrow streets were built in order to adapt with the
environment of the desert.
The changes that developed in “El Ksar” pushed the narrator to an attempt of
documenting the historical moments; as traditions and heritage, as well as the

spatial design of “El ksar” and its structures and materials used in the buildings.
Keywords: Narrator, Sahar, desert, closed space
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