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Abstract:

The aim of this research is to get to know the religious authority (Sufis) in
Algeria during the ottoman period, which was represented by the Marabouts, the
Chorfa, the Sheikhs of the Zaouia, the heads of religious brotherhoods, and the
followers who were the poors and the servants... etc. The Sufis had the respect
and the reverence of the rulers due to the sanctification of the commons for
historical and anthropological reasons. So we came to a number of results, we
mention from them the most important which are: first, that the incomes of the
religious authority were very large because it was being financed by the commons.
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Second: is that the spiritual leverage that the Sufis had was great, which made them
reach areas that even the rulers could not control by power. There were also
Marabouts Zaouias that went under the rule of religious brotherhoods, due to the
great influence of their leaders on the commons.

Keywords: Marabouts; religious brotherhoods; Zaouia; Charity; Religious leaders.
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