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Abu madian su‘aib (d. 589 AH / 1193 AD) buried in Tlemcen, Al-’ubad
-New facts about the absence of temporal milestones in his biography-
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Abstract:

Abu madian $u‘aib is considered one of the elders of Islamic mysticism. He was born
in Seville, and moved at an early age to Fez. Then, he made a pilgrimage and lived in the
East for a while and returned to Fez before his settlement in Bejaia. He died near
Tlemcen while heading to Marrakesh in his request of the Almoravid Sultan Ab1 yusaf
ya‘qub He was buried in Al-’Gbadlocated atthat time in the area of Tlemcen.

A large number of historians, Sufis, and others were interested in writing his
biography, briefly or with details. Among them there are contemporaries or close to his
time, such as Ibn ‘abd al-karim al-tamimi al-’fasi abu ya‘qub yusaf al-tadli, known as Al-
zayat , Ibn al-abar, and Ibn al-atir , the writer of Al-kamil fi al-tarth . But none of them
provided us about the temporal milestones of his life. Thus, we remained unaware of his
age when he was expelled from Andalusia, as well as the period he resided in Fez, the
year in which he went for the pilgrimage and the period he spentin the East, etc. Linked
to these unknown dates is the authenticity of what was said about his participation in

the Battle of " Hitin ", when his arm was amputated. Whatever the case.
Keywords: Abl madian $iaib; Islamic Mysticism; Tlemcen; Al-"libad ; Seville.
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