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Linguists’ Attitudes Toward Textual Evidence in Language
Lessons and Qur’anic Readings:
Between Acceptance and Rejection
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Abstract

Textual evidence has been viewed by linguists as an authoritative source of reference which serves as a basis for
determining the soundness, structure and consistency of linguistic rules. However, linguists, and grammarians in
particular, have taken inconsistent positions in this respect, accepting a piece of textual evidence in one context and
using it as a basic for linguistic arguments, while rejecting it and casting doubt on its validity in another. A given piece
of textual evidence might be rejected because it supports a Qur'anic reading that is viewed as objectionable, and this

despite the fact that all Qur’anic readings may be viewed as sources of evidence for valid argumentation.

The author of the present study examines examples of textual citations which have been rejected even though they are
representative of the ways in which Arabs have traditionally used their language and on the basis of which valid linguistic
arguments have been made. The author takes citations from poetry, prose and the Qur’an in sufficient numbers to form a
basis for rule formulation and assessment. He then demonstrates the confusion and inconsistency exhibited by linguists

in their responses to such citations and the arbitrary manner in which they are accepted or rejected.
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