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Abstract

This article examines the phenomenon of colonial Orientalism in the Arab world and how colonial
powers successfully employed Orientalism as a tool to serve European interests. This is achieved
through an introduction outlining the topic and main themes. The first theme discusses European
expansion and the role of geographical discoveries in shaping colonial policies during the 18th
and 19th centuries. The second theme explores colonial knowledge and its role in reinforcing
colonial presence through various institutional and epistemological frameworks. This includes
the establishment of scholarly journals, Orientalist conferences, as well as military and political
services carried out by professional Orientalists. The researcher concludes by highlighting the
prolific production of Orientalist discourse during the colonial era and its scholarly contributions in
bridging the gap between new European arrivals and Eastern Islamic societies. The role of colonial
knowledge (academic conferences, scholarly journals, military services, university teaching) in
cementing colonial rule and bolstering its existence is emphasized, along with the extent of these
tools in bridging the cultural and political divide between colonial powers and Eastern societies.
The researcher recommends the necessity of conducting serious scholarly studies that investigate
Orientalist efforts during the colonial period, analyzing their impact, and elucidating the cultural
dimensions that contributed to reinforcing colonialism. The researcher also recommends the
creation of specialized scholarly journals focusing on Orientalist issues within academic institutions

and university research centers.
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