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Abstract

This article deals with the subject of French anthropological Orientalism in Mauritania. The
research consists of an introduction, presentation and conclusion. The presentation deals
with three main stages. The first stage: discusses European competition in gaining access to
the various sectors in Mauritania. This stage starts from the first third of the 13th century
AD until the end of the 19th century AD. The trips of some explorers at this stage include
orientalists such as Fernandez, Gomes Azurara, Leon the African, and Marmol Karbajal.

The second stage: looks at the most prominent orientalists and pioneering explorers and the
places they reached in Mauritania, the geographical maps they obtained, and the prominent
role played by the Miqdad family (Senegalese) in translating and employing the network of
social relations it has with some Mauritanian tribes.

The third stage: looks at Orientalist studies that deal with Mauritania in terms of religious,
social and colonial studies. Particularly in terms of translation, Arabization, manuscripts, as
well as the development of dictionaries with widespread dialects, in addition to scientific
anthropological studies in some French Universities.

The conclusion includes the most prominent outcomes and recommendations reached by
the researcher, and an index of sources and bibliographical references.

The article aims to contribute to the presentation and critique of French Orientalist studies
(colonial anthropology), according to the postcolonial studies approach.
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