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Abstract

This research paper sheds light on the question of references and mechanisms of
constructing democratic legitimacy in Arab ruling systems through addressing their
traditional references, which are based on historical, constitutional and religious
legitimacy. These systems attempt looking for modern references based on achievement,
development and democratic basics constructed on party polarization, participating
in formulating political life, civil community contribution to social discipline process,
and rotation of power principle through the elective process. This study looks to these
systems’ nature in terms of exercising power; their transformation into despotic systems
based on one sided political decision and the abolishment of all political actions, and
democratic systems based on participation in the political action, discussion, coexistence
and the state of law. The study also looks to Arab political systems’ mechanisms. Through
this study, we've concluded with several results including the necessity of renewing the
references and mechanisms of constructing legitimacy by the Arab systems for the sake
of success in the democratic transformation process. like opening the political sphere,
reformulating the social contract on democratic basics, the regulation of the civil-military.
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