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Social movements represent an important mechanism to attract individuals within
purposeful trends in order to change the current reality, which makes them confront
the state, as a result of rejecting its public policies. This highlights different aspects of
authoritarian dealing with them, between recognizing them as major actor and informal
public policy-making, while other system refuses any role for them.

This research paper aims to highlight the specificity of social movements in Arab countries
by focusing on the elements of their strength in influencing societies, and then detailing
their political and social role.

Methodologically, we used the descriptive and analytical method to study the reality of
social movements in the Arab countries. And the state’s relationship with society approach
to define the areas of interaction and influence between social movements and their
political and social environment.

As a conclusion, we found that social movements in general play an important role in
shaping the mobility of their societies, and this is in line with the means available to them,
which is reflected in the discrepancy in performance between their peaceful and violent

expression.
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