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The struggle march of Sheikh Mohamed Merzouk from 1900
to 1939, head of the Division of the Association of Algerian

Muslim Scholars in Tlemcen

*‘lgbLe:-a O Jla pee
Pl = oy e ualed IS Deala Guelalin g Wolud ) patalt julss'

Key words:

Sheikh Mohammed
Merzouk; Cultural
Renaissance; Reform

Mouvement; Tlemcen.

Abstract

Tlemcen is one of the most important Algerian cities that witnessed the rise of cultural renaissance
and the crystallization of national awareness, by scholars and reformers who actively followed the
march of the reform movement, which was clearly defined, which will lead them to confront all
attempts of the colonial administration that imposed Its arbitrary regime on the Algerian people,
thereby bringing it into a state of marginalization, deprivation and isolation.

The cultural renaissance was marked by the attitudes and principles of these reformers, who
defended their continued struggle for the principle of national identity, thus marking a turning
point in the course of the national movement and the beginning of cultural as well as political
activity in the city of Tlemcen in particular and in Algeria in general.

Hence this study came to highlight the most prominent figures who accompanied this cultural
renaissance in Tlemcen is Sheikh Mohammed Merzouk, who has played a major and important
role in expanding the cultural and religious activity of Tlemcen since 1900, through the
establishment of several clubs and associations that have been credited with crystallizing the
national consciousness, as it should be noted. To his political role as deputy mayor of Tlemcen.
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