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The new informational competences in service of the functional
transformation of the arab information specialist to shape the path for
the future
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Abstract:

The informational and communicational revolution does not affect only the form, density
and speed of communication but also produces a new types of relations based on dominance
and inequality. In fact, the more countries, companies and specialists own competences to
produce and exploit information technologies, the more they dominate. Accordingly,
thinking of providing libraries with new information technologies is becoming one of the
important issues that should be dealt with. However, the inequality in the acquisition of
technologies creates what is called the information technology gap. Moreover, the criteria
to become professional information specialist has exceeded traditional conditions, and
became directly linked to the virtual communication techniques that have incorporated most
of the societies in what is called the “knowledge society”.

Therefore, it seems that the cultural bet today for our libraries in the Arab society, is how to
produce and develop an information environment and awareness, which will push us to take
part in the knowledge society in a way that provides the greatest possibilities of information
preservation and availability. However, it seems that the real situation of libraries today
confirms that this profession faces real problems, as the optimistic hopes and goals for the
development of the sector, often stick with a modest and poor environment to activate these
options.

Perhaps, this paradox may push us to wonder about the extent to which we can develop
strategies that help libraries, information and information specialist to achieve the level of
what is now called the knowledge society?

Accordingly, we will provide analytical work, to deal with this issue, in which we will
clarify the role of libraries and the role of the information specialist in disseminating
information awareness and mechanisms and we will try to reveal the hidden link between
information awareness and the profession of information specialists in their work towards
the knowledge society. These are the incredible ways if we want to be present as actors in
the knowledge society.

Keywords: Information specialist, libraries, information science, knowledge society,
modern technologies of information.
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