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Abstract:
Beliefs and birth rites in the traditional Algerian family - Anthropological
approach

Our aim in this article is to uncover and reveal the symbolic and cultural
connotations of the beliefs and rituals of birth in the traditional Algerian family, which
reflect the vision of the social imagination of both the fertile and sterile female body
through the duality of fertility and infertility due to beliefs that paint a bright image of
the fertile woman in return for a very dark and cruel image of sterile women, And
rituals that reveal the manifestations of gender discrimination in many of the family
events enjoyed by males and according to which they prefer males to females.

Keywords: Beliefs; Rituals; Traditional Family; Social Imagination
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' Lacost- dujardin (camille), Des mére contr les femmes: maternité et

patriacat au Maghreb, Paris: Edition la découverte, 1985, p.57
" Ibid, p.83
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