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Abstract:

Since independence in 1956, Tunisian women have enjoyed a
number of civil rights and privileges that were considered as
"revolutionary transformations” compared to the situation of women at
the time in the Arab world. These rights were guaranteed by the
legislation of the "Personal Status Code" (issued in August 1956) that
prohibits polygamy and grants the right to divorce Women and the right
to education and work. However, these rights were not enough to
achieve full equality for Tunisian women with men and to protect them
from violence, whether inside or outside the family. This prompted
many feminist movements and associations to struggle to defend the
rights of Tunisian women, the most prominent of which is the “Tunisian
Association of Democratic Women”.

Keywords: Tunisian women, democratic women, personal status code,

women's rights, women's associations.
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! - Maya Charrad, "Tunisia at the Forefront of the Arab World: Two Major Waves of
Gender Legislation”, Washington and Lee Law Review, Vol 64 (4),2007, pp 1513-1527.

2 _Sarah Gilman, "Feminist Organizing in Tunisia: Negotiating Transnational Linkages and
the State’ in From Patriarchy to Empowerment: Women’s Participation, Rights, and
Movements in the Middle East, North Africa, and South Asia". Ed. Valentine M.
Moghadam. NY: Syracuse University Press, 2007, pp 97-119.
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3 - Raoudha Kammoun, "NGO's and Women's Righte in Tunisia: the case of ATFD". In:
Non-State Actors in the Middle East, London: Routledge, 2013, p 56.
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