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Abstract:

There is more than one concept of smart city and many definitions, and its objectives
can be summarized by trying to find innovative solutions for human beings in urban
communities, based on the use of information and various means of communication.

Thus, this vital field of "Smart city" can be considered as a living framework to
encourage innovation, and provide infrastructure to serve the human interest so as to save
effort and energy, depending on the outputs of digital technology.

The evolution of these cities is continuing at a rapid pace along with the development of
digitization, including the development of Geographic Information Systems, which is one of
the main pillars in dealing with spatial data. Therefore, this geographical framework can not
be considered as a final work, but it is in an evolution that is proceeding the new
developments.

In this context, this paper aims to answer the problematic question of the essence of the
"smart city”, and its importance in the simulation of reality, and helping the population to
benefit from its outputs, based on the case study of Marrakech as a city that aims to be a
"smart city". This paper will also figure out how the Geographic Information Systems (GIS’s)
are transforming the spatial reality of the city into a virtual space.

Based on a methodology that combines the presentation of theoretical concepts related
to intelligence, the smart city, and the geographic information systems. Also, by approaching
the roles that these systems contribute to the conception of the smart city virtually, and with a
focus on the case study of Marrakech "smart city” so as to identify the different applications
of electronic intelligence, which are wholly or partly adopted in the studied city, and also
stand on the constraints that limit it.

This paper is divided into three main axes that attempt to answer the following
questions:

- What is the concept of "Smart City"? Moreover, what are its most important
manifestations?

- How does the Geographic Information Systems (GIS’s) contribute to present the Smart
City virtually?

- To what extent can the city of Marrakech be considered a "smart city"? And what is
the nature of the obstacles that limit the conceptualization of smart cities in the area?

Key words:
Smart City- Electronic Intelligence- City of Marrakech - Geographic Information Systems.
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