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Abstract:

Arts are part of the nations’ culture; they are a human product and a
tool for creating beauty and communication between people. These arts are
divided into several types, including fine arts such as painting and
sculpture, audio arts such as music and poetry, and performing arts such as
cinema and theater, which is considered to be the father of all arts. It
combines the visual, audio, and written arts. Theater is a group of events
that reflect the reality of a society in an authorial form that is characterized
by the harmony between the various components of the play, through which
human experiences derived from cultural, historical, and heritage references
are embodied. Additionally, theater is a major source of intellectual and
civilizational creativity. The latter can only be achieved through the
interaction of theater with heritage since heritage is the soul of theatrical art.
The reader of Arabic theatrical texts, especially the Egyptian ones, finds a
special presence of the heritage that embodies the features of the Egyptian
identity and its unique originality represented in religion, culture, history
and language.

This research paper seeks to reveal the features of the Egyptian
identity within the popular heritage manifested in the play "Rumor” by
Saied Hafez, and to highlight the ways to employ the folklore and its
representations in the play by addressing the following questions: What are
the manifestations of heritage and identity in the play "Rumor" by Saied
Hafez? And what is the relationship between them? How does folklore
contribute in preserving the Egyptian identity through the selected play?
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