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managed and distributed by public authorities. Thus, these measures lead to the complete 

dependence by people on the State’s incomes to improve their living standards, diminish the 

power of the opposition and prevent its leaders from participating in the political sphere; as 

a result of which, the society politicization will surely reduce and its will then become 

subject to the ruling regime (Matsunaga, 2000). 

    Indeed, the State’s ownership of the nation’s major resources allows it to: Make the 

opposition elites silent, control them through the implementation of a highly selective 

distribution process, and gain mass legitimacy through the application of a disproportional 

distribution process in exchange of social stability. In his study relating to the rentier State 

in Iran, Hussein Mahdawi considers that the distribution method in the rentier State is 

comparable to social assistance “which compels the citizens to accept the differences 

emerging from the various social classes”, the fact of which helps the regime to endure a 

State of social stability without resorting to violence and coercion (Kaya, 2008).  

    More to the point, Rachid Ben Dib considers, in his book pertaining to the crisis of the 

rentier State in light of the transitional period in Algeria, that the rentier State “cannot allow 

the existence of autonomous centres of influence as the emergence of such centres will 

reduce the control of the rentier groups” (Bendib, 2006). 

Subsequent to which, the impact of the State’s rentier nature on the media space in Algeria 

will be brought through the following influence elements: 

• Politically, since the rentier States are characterized by diminishing the borders of 

citizens’ political participation and public freedoms due to their financial 

independence on the rentier revenues. 

• Economically, by weakening the local market and the mechanisms thereof, thus 

reducing the chance of creating an independent funding source for the media, and 

enduring its dependence on State’s financial support. Therefore, this makes it unable 

to guarantee the press freedom of its journalists and it will be compelled to adopt a 

media line that properly aligns with the interests of the public authorities, which may 

resort to the use of several mechanisms to deter the same, particularly advertising, in 

light of the control of public advertising and in the face of the weakness of the 

national private sector and the marginality of the representation of the foreign private 

sector, as explained below. 

• The regime’s monopoly over the management and distribution of rents, which leads 

to monopolization of information related to such management, the absence of 

transparency and the frequent obscuration of concrete field data, thus impeding the 

right to access to information and restricts the freedom of journalists to bring, 

broadcast and analyze information. 

The phases of development of the relationship between the State’s rentier nature and the 

openness of the press space can be divided into three main phas
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State’s monopolizing the overall audio-visual and written media, which have all been public 

and subject to directives of the country’s political leadership and the lone party, against the  

total exclusion of the private sector from investing in the media industry. However, the 

situation in question remained as is basis until the rentier State crisis that emerged in the 

mid-eighties as a result of the collapse of oil prices and the reduction of the public treasury’s 

revenues from the oil levies.  

 

1.3 The crisis of the rentier State and the relative openness of the media sector 1989-

1998:  

1.4 The collapse of oil prices in the mid-eighties resulted in a decline in oil revenues from 

about 60% in the seventies to less than 25% in the second half of the eighties and the 

beginning of the nineties, in parallel with the aggravation of the external indebtedness, 

the lack of exchange reserve and the decline of public investments and employment. As 

a result of which, the ruling regime lost the basis of its legitimacy and influence thereof 

and was compelled to open up the political and economic freedoms. Nevertheless, due to 

the absence of oil revenues, the State was in need of national and foreign private sector 

funds and investments, and was compelled to authorize the political participation for 

various social and political forces as a way to alleviate social protests and try to 

compensate for the deficit in its political legitimacy resulting from the rent crisis. 

Indeed, this period was marked by the adoption of the 1989 Constitution of political 

pluralism and stipulation by the same of the need to respect public freedoms, including 

freedom of expression and freedom of the media. Moreover, such actions have in a similar 

way been followed by the issuance of Law 90-07 related to the media, which paved the way 

to the establishment of private newspapers. Likewise, journalists have alike benefited from 

free headquarters and getting 03 years of free rental, whilst waiting for the newspaper is 

capable to ensure financing thereof (Mostefaoui, 2013). 

However, such openness was relative, as it was proportional to the phase of a multi-

dimensional crisis (political, security, economic and social), coming as a reaction by the 

regime to maintain the continuity thereof, thus making the granted democratic gains 

relatively restricted in such a way that the regime would not lose its total control over 

society. Besides, in the media sector, and in return of the privileges granted to private 

newspapers, the State’s monopoly over the audiovisual media was maintained, and the 

freedom of the independent written press has alike been restricted by controlling advertising  

 

as the most important source of funding thereof. In 1992, the government of Belaïd 

Abdesselam issued an instruction that contained obligation of the public institutions to 

direct their advertisements to the public institution of publishing and advertisements, which 

is responsible for the distribution thereof on newspapers without being subject to objective 

criteria, in respect such as readability and penetration (Mostefaoui, 2013). 
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1.3. Between 2000 and 2014: Recovery of rents and the relative restriction of freedom: 

In parallel with the rent recovery anew, the period from 1999 to 2008 was marked by the 

clear setback on democratic gains, seeing that this stage was marked by the adoption of a 

number of decisions and the return of some distinctive practices of the one-party stage. 

Nonetheless, such changes confirm the aforementioned study results showing that one of the 

characteristics of the distributive rentier State is the reclusion of political systems and their 

non-involvement of citizens in the political process, as the regime does not rely on the 

regular levying and obtains resources that make it not in need of social contributions. More 

to the point, the weak contribution by the citizens to the national levying diminishes their 

right to claim for their political rights. In addition, the increase of rents allows the regime to 

make the opposition silent and form client social groups (clientelism) that support and stand 

for its policies in an exchange of significant political and social advantages. 

        Some of the key decisions that have been taken during this stage are listed below 

)2010عكاش، ( :  

- Preventing the opposition parties from expressing their opinions in the mass media, such 

as preventing the political parties who boycotted the presidential elections of 2004 or the 

ones opposing the amendment of the 2008 constitution from expressing their own 

opinions and providing justification thereof to the public opinion. 

- Aggravating the pressures on the various components of civil society, such as 

independent media and professional syndicates. Besides, the independent union 

organizations are facing countless obstacles that restrict their right to practicing trade-

union activities, the most important of which are: refusing to grant them registration 

receipt to legally practice their activities, resorting to justice frequently to diminish 

workers’ right to strike, arresting a number of unionists and dismissing others from their 

occupations, etc... 

- Constitutionally speaking, this stage (in 2008) was marked by a constitutional 

amendment that cancelled the principle of presidential terms restriction included in the 

1996 Constitution, whereat Article 74 thereof stipulated that a presidential term lasts for 

05 years and the election of the President of the Republic can be renewable. More to the 

point, the President has alike concentrated several powers in his prerogatives, in respect 

such as his legitimacy of appointing ministers and officials occupying senior positions 

instead of the Head of Government who was transformed in the constitutional 

amendment to a Prime Minister whose task was limited, according to Article 79 of the  

- amended constitution, to “implementing the program of the President of the Republic,”. 

In virtue of which, this has abolished the principle of dual executive power, which 

became within the lone prerogatives of the President of the Republic. 

    During this period, journalists were also subjected to judicial prosecutions, arrests and 

investigations. In addition, a set of deterrent legal measures were issued against journalists 
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in the Law issued on 26
th 
June 2001 pertaining to the Penal Law, which Mahmoud 

Belhimer, deputy editor-in-chief of Al-Khabar newspaper at the time, described as: 

“A significant decline of the press freedom, as tightening penalties against journalists, in the 

exercise of their duties through criticizing the performance of officials, means deterring any 

attempt taken by journalists and, through them, citizens to exercise their basic right of 

holding government officials accountable and monitoring their performance... These 

deterrent amendments...are meant to silence the voice of the press, which has been harshly 

criticizing the political officials, namely the President of the Republic” )2007بلحيمر، (  . 

       As a fact of matter, the Penal Code mentioned above included provisions that ranged 

from financial fines to actual imprisonment for a period from 03 months to 01 year against 

anyone who would offend the President of the Republic through wordings meaning insults, 

defamation or slander; whether by writing, drawing, verbal utterances, or any other 

electronic, informational or media means. However, in case of recurrence, penalties and 

fines would be doubled. 

 

1.4. Media Law 2012: Between the recognition and the restriction of the Press 

Freedom: 

The 2012 Media Law implies an implicit acknowledgment of the right to information, 

starting from the first article that defines it as the so-called organic law aiming to: 

“...determine the principles and rules that govern the practice of the right to information and 

the press freedom”. Moreover, this law has alike contributed to the organization of the 

media sector and approved the principle of the media freedom; further, it authorized the 

audio-visual media pluralism for the first time since the independence. Ultimately, it 

allowed the establishment of private audio-visual channels, and implicitly acknowledged the 

activity of electronic media, leaving the regulation of these two sectors to subsequent 

regulatory texts (RADP, Loi organique 12/05 du 12 janvier2012 relative à l'information, 

2012). 

In addition, media law retracted the issue of criminalizing journalists and subjecting them to 

imprisonment, whereat and the penalties, for breaching the moral and legal rules contained 

therein, were turned into financial fines only, as per evidenced by the provisions of Articles 

116 to 126 of that law. Nevertheless, this latter introduced a number of restrictions and 

measures that put the journalistic work under political censorship of the authority. Likewise,  

 

Article 02 of the Media Law emphasizes the free practice of the media is subject to the 

respect of the constitution, the laws of the republic, the constants, the national values and 

the dignity of others, the fact of which is shown to be normal. However, this law limits this 

freedom with the necessity to show respect to some values and provisions that were not 

existing in the 1990’s media law, and some of them represent real restrictions on media 

freedom in terms of being subject to the discretion of public authorities and allowing 
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effectively been suspended due to the debts of the printing houses, which are evaluated in 

total at 04 billion DA, as per declared by the sector Minister in July 2014, of which 200 

million DZD only have been paid. Likewise, the sector Minister at the time considered that 

the suspension was made for purely commercial reasons. Nevertheless, we may wonder why 

commercial reasons are not taken into consideration when it pertains to advertisement? 

It should further be highlighted that El Watan and El Khabar newspapers managed, upon 

persistence, to relatively break the public monopoly by investing in three private printing 

houses since 2001. Nonetheless, their financial situation has shown to be significantly 

deteriorating due to the financial deficit that has persisted for several years, reaching 60 

million dinars in 2017, and doubling to 130 million dinars in 2018 (Benelkadi, 2019); the 

fact of which compelled the two newspapers to reduce their expenses by taking various 

measures, the most important of which pertains to suspending the issuance of the Friday 

edition of El Khabar Riadi (sportive) newspaper. 

Indeed, the economic constraints and financial difficulties experienced by several national 

newspapers, which have been intensified by the economic and financial crisis since 2014, 

which resulted in the public funding weakening due to the collapse of oil revenues, have 

definitely contributed to the declaration of bankruptcy and the closure of 23 national 

newspapers (Ounoughi, 2020). 

 

3. Electronic press as an alternative to bypassing the economic obstacles?  

 

Considering the various economic mechanisms necessary to ensure the continuity of the 

media institution, which in doing so contribute in restricting the freedom of the media, one    

can ask to what extent the openness to electronic media can be considered a mechanism to 

lighten the economic restrictions on the media freedom by overcoming the problem of 

printing and reducing the financial costs relating to the written newspapers, and thus 

reaching easily a large number of readers, namely in light of the high level of internet 

coverage thanks to the 03
rd
 and 04

th
 generation technologies to more than 80% of the 

population since 2017. 

         3.1 The emergence of electronic press and the legal organization thereof: The 

emergence of electronic journalism in Algeria was linked to the emergence of electronic 

versions of traditional daily newspapers, whereat the French-speaking El Watan newspaper 

created the first press website in 1997, on which it has been relying to present its front page 

and the most important headlines of the same. Besides, the situation developed in the 

following years for several other newspapers, in respect such as Liberté, El Khabar, El 

Youm, Ech-Chaâb and El Moudjahid newspapers in 1998. In virtue of which, purely 

electronic media websites have been created, the first of which was: Algérie – Interface, 

which has been created in 1999 and had been operating, at its inception, from France with 

foreign financial support. Hence, it managed to get more than half a million visits to its 

website in just two months from its creation (2006 ,بلعاليا). Subsequent to which, it has 
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known a wide spread by creating several other websites, in respect such as: Algeria Watch 

and TSA. 

The Organic Law No.12/05 pertaining to the media, in its Article 67, defines the electronic 

press as: “Any online written communication service, projected for the public or a category 

of public, published on a professional basis by a physical or legal person under the Algerian 

law that has control of the editorial line of its content”; moreover, Article 68 of the same 

law considered that “publications distributed in paper form do not fall into this category 

when the online version is completely identical to the original version” (RADP, Loi 

organique 12/05 du 12 janvier2012 relative à l'information, 2012). 

Additionally, the sector of electronic media remained devoid of legal regulation for several 

years, the fact of which caused the fragile status of the electronic newspapers that continued 

to operate without rules controlling their own status and with no specification to the 

conditions of their work and the mechanisms of their benefit from the advantages of the 

professional journalistic work; this, it allowed every person, even if he was not an 

experienced journalist, to open and run an information website, by creating a 

communication agency, registering it in the commercial register, and paying the staff 

salaries through the same. Nevertheless, such status makes the institution not considered a 

media newspaper and does not benefit, subsequent to which, from public advertising or 

from the aids given by the State (Taiebi Moussaoui, 2016). In virtue of which, the demands 

of journalists continued to expedite the issuance of a legal text to regulate such sector, the 

fact of which has actually happened at the end of 2020, by the issuance of the Executive 

Decree  20/332 dated 22
nd
 November 2020, pertaining to the determination of the modalities 

of conducting media activity via internet, publishing the response or correction via the 

website. 

 

 

3.2. Regulation of the electronic press as per the Decree 20/332: 

 The Decree 20/332 regulated several aspects with the activity of electronic journalism, 

whereat it determined the conditions that must be met by the electronic newspapers and 

their executive staff, which are represented for the most part in the necessity of their 

settlement in Algeria, provided that their staff includes at least one permanent professional 

journalist. Besides, Article 05 of the decree also requires that the official thereof must of an 

Algerian national, must be awarded a university degree and at least have three years of 

experience in the media, in addition to the condition of not being sentenced in cases of 

insult, slander, hate and offense (RADP, Decret 20-322 fixant les modalités d'exercice de 

l'activité d'information en ligne et la diffusion de mise au point ou rectification sur le site 

electronique, 2020).
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CONCLUSION  

The economic pressures are considered one of the most important means of restricting the 

press freedom and restricting the legal guarantees thereof. Besides, the various media are 

also economic institutions that must generate significant incomes to survive in the market, 

the fact of which makes advertising, printing and distribution as vital necessities for them. 

Nevertheless, these media in Algeria have remained, since independence, for he most part 

monopolized by the State and they are not subject to free market mechanisms, the fact of 

which has allowed to reducing the margin of the press freedom through the possibility of 

exerting pressure and blackmail thereon. Nonetheless, the spread of electronic media and 

the remnants of the economic and financial crisis, have allowed, albeit relatively, to bypass 

some economic obstacles, particularly those linked to the investment in major headquarters. 

On the other hand, the delay in issuing regulatory texts for this specific sector has 

contributed to the weakness of the resources thereof, and its dependence on private 

advertising of limited cost, waiting for the embodiment of the reforms promised by sector 

officials since 2020. 
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