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¢ Abstract:

Since its appearance, Social web applications create a real revolution in the
field of digital communication. It does not only change communication from linear
model to convergence/interactive model but it has created also a virtual sphere for
expression and discussion about several interests and different matters. These
applications were an available technique tool for all individuals, people who

appropriate it, can have a strong presence in digital arena where in the age of
classic media was not possible. The audiences have to receive content without
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participating in its creation. Social media now open the digital sphere for all social
classes and gave them the opportunity to express themselves and defend their
rights and their principles. Especially for the Arab women who were marginalized
by the society in all decades because of some social and cultural obstacles, despite
the fact that digital and gender divide in the Arabic public sphere, Arab women
could finally direct their discourse and their speech through this space.

s Keywords:
Public sphere, virtual sphere, Arab woman, discourse, speech, feminism,
social network
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Table 4.1, Latest fipures available on Internet users in the Arab world and selected world countries as of September 200

[nternet [nternet [nternet [nternet Internet users
Country users in Users in Users in users in in 2006as %

2000 2001 2002 2006 of population !
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Irag 12500 3,000 01 7
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Lebanon 200,000 270,000 432,000 700,000 155 .
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 7500 20,000 120,000 205,000 33 :
Morocco 120,000 400,000 722,000 4.6 million 15. ?
Oman 90,000 120,000 200,000 245,000 10.5 :
Occupied Palestinian g
Territories 23,500 60,000 103,000 243,000 15 5
Qatar 4,000 65,000 69,000 163,000 0.7
Saudi Arabia 300,000 570,000 1.5 million 2.5 million 108
Sudan 15,000 56,000 70,000 550,000 1.6
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