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Abstract :

Some researchers argue that Occidentalism (Al-Istighrab) is merely an inquiry or
study of the Western condition «depicting it as a deteriorating and morally bankrupt
society. They warn us to be cautious <but also emphasize the need for a meticulous
and comprehensive examination of it from all perspectives. Hence <our goal is to
discover the actual nature of Occidentalism. We must first raise the question: What
exactly is Occidentalism? before we can achieve this goal. To answer that question ¢
we used a specialized methodology that includes a descriptive-comparative study
along with an analytical approach. We concluded that Occidentalism represents an
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exceptional condition in the contemporary Arab and Islamic world. It demands a
thorough investigation to fully understand its concept and its relation to our present
and future. The intellectual <political <theological <and scientific West does not want
us to know it in its true essence and they seek to undermine our perception of it.
Therefore <we must delve into its history and its intellectual and ethical system. It is
from there that the significance of Occidentalism becomes apparent. We must also be
cautious of what reaches us from the West as it may contradict our values and
identity <because it embodies civilizational values that often diverge from our
spiritual <ethical <and social ones. However «we should not disregard its knowledge
and material <natural <technological <«and informational achievements that are
beneficial to our daily lives.

Keywords: Occidentalism; the West; the Arab World; the Comparison.
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