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The extinct cities in the Islamic West “ Sijilmassa as a model”
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Abstract :
The study of the history of the emergence of the first cities in the Islamic West is a very

difficult and complicated process, given the limited information provided by contemporary
references, and the contrariety and differences they provide about the founder and year of
foundation. This situation applies especially to Sijelmassa and can be applied to most
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Moroccan cities. For the Historical sources differ on the real history in which the city of
Sijelmassa appeared on the scene in the Islamic West. Therefore it is difficult to give an exact
date of its foundation; due to the scarcity of data and accurate archaeological research.

The city of Sijelmassa disappeared, due to several factors, although these factors vary, it is
clear that the ecological factor was more influencing, like depletion of water. Which, was the
main source of life, as well as the pyrogenic winds of the south-east. Which, eventually Led
to the impossibility of continuing to live in the city. Furthermore, the location of the region
has made it vulnerable to many attacks by nomadic tribes throughout history, in addition to
the deviation of traditional trade routes, especially after the discovery of the Atlantic Ocean
with the European geographical descoveries.

Keywords: The cities; the Islamic West; History; Sijelmassa; Nomadic tribes; Water
depletion; Deviation of trade routes.
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