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Rent State and Authoritative Allocation of Oil Rent: A Study in the Role of
Arab Ruling Elites
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Abstract:
The establishment of the modern state as a form of political organization that expresses the general
will of individuals has been historically associated with conflicts arising between groups that differ
in terms of interests within society, and in a functional manner that devotes the existing political
system in these states the role of the responsible for the process of authoritative allocation of socially
contested material and immaterial values, based on the binding power it possesses.
In the Arab model of the state, specifically rentier ones, we find that this proposition is tainted with
many ambiguities, as a result of the imbalances that the structure of the rentier Arab state suffers
from, as the disputed value is the economic rent, but the one who allocates this value is not the Arab
political system, but rather the ruling elites that occupy a leading position in the hierarchical order
of its societies, because it confiscated the public space of the general will, to the extent that the
political systems were reduced to it and being in accord with it.
Therefore, this study comes in an attempt to deal with the problem of the authoritarian allocation

of rents within the rentier Arab countries and the role of the ruling elites in it
Keywords: authoritarian allocation, the Arab rentier state, the Arab ruling elites.
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