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Abstract:

This study discusses the political transformations that the Arab region witnessed in 2011,
in the context of the so-called “Arab Spring.” Tunisia and Egypt witnessed geostrategic
shifts represented in the fall of the regimes Zine El Abidine Ben Ali and Hosni Mubarak.
After that, the two countries entered a transitional phase that culminated in the organization
of parliamentary and presidential elections. Scholars agreed that they were fair and
democratic. This is what made many researchers reconsider the thesis of the "Arab
democratic exception”, after they discovered that the Arab region is not so hard on
democracy as a broad intellectual trend in the West promotes. The Arab environment is not
incompatible with democracy, and the political process will be successful if the appropriate
conditions are met for it. However, what happened in Egypt in 2013, and in Tunisia in
2021, reconsidered the idea of an "Arab democratic exception™, and emphasized the return
of the State in the region.

Keywords: the Arab democratic exception ; "the denial of the Arab democratic
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Joel Migdal, Strong Societies and Weak States, State-Society Relations and -
State Capabilities in the Third Word, (USA : Princeton University
Press,1988), p.35.
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