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The Concept of Renaissance in Western and Islamic Political Thought: The
Problem of “Semantic” and “Epistemic”
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Abstract: Civilized This study aimed to reveal the problematic of the concept of renaissance in
Western and Islamic political thought in the "semantic™ and "epistemic" framework. This study
concluded that the notion and mandings of the Renaissance in Islamic thought has influenced
by the experience and terminology of Western civilization. Although there is a difference
between Western and Islamic political thought regarding the renaissance concept, both of them
have returned to the origins and critical review of the aspects of stagnation. However, historical
realists used the term of Renaissance to signify differently from the semantic level because the
historical march of the concept of Renaissance from an Islamic perspective continued to bear
the nature of the response and the challenge imposed by the western presence at all levels.
Contrary to the Western notion of renaissance, which was not a response to an external
stimulus, but rather a continuation of the development of a previous historical stage.
Accordingly, another problematic of Renaissance embodied in its cognitive framework, as the
concept of Renaissance linked to the western experience (the origin of the concept) and the
attempt to imitate the same dynamic path of the concept that based on the experimental
approach. This led to a confusion of faith and mental because of the absence of real awareness
of the Islamic approach based on unity, not contrast. Due to the problem of Renaissance, which
moved from the semantic framework to the epistemic framework, there is the importance of
analyzing the pillars of the Renaissance project from an Islamic perspective
Keywords: Renaissance, Western and Islamic political thought, the semantic and epistemic
problematic.
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