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Reading the justifications for substitution and the possibilities of
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Abstract:

In his book (The Historical Imagination), and with a loose subtitle “Narrative,
Empire, and Colonial Experience,” Abdullah Ibrahim calls for replacing the term
“historical novel” with the term “historical imagination,” aware that the old term no
longer accommodates the nature of the new narrative writing that inspires and
invokes history. A symbolic recall, and the new term would push historical writing

to go beyond the problem of species, their functions, and their limits. Through this

35

—
| —



54 -35 o/ 2022 &wd!/ 01 suadl/ 08zl | sadl

\ g

article, we aspire to understand the limits of this new term, as well as to discuss the
justifications for this terminological substitution, according to which the term
“historical imagination” is more efficient in expressing the transformations of this
type of writing in light of the new pact that the novelist concluded with history.
Keywords: historical imagination; The new historical novel; Abdullah
Ibrahim.
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Housman, first publishedin 1986 by James Clarke&Co, Ltd, Cambridge, p2»(1).
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