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Abstract:

This study aims to treat the epistemological foundations of the
concept of « difference » in the Quranic interpretation during the early
steps of the arabic interpretive mind, and how it was formed, in an
important period that represents the beginning of interpretive process,
knowing that relationship between concept and extension is the guiding
compass of meaning, , We will try to approach the concept of
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« difference » in interpretation of the Qur’an and research in those
cognitive epistemes at two different schools (the school of transmission
represented by Ibn Qutaybah and the School of Ahl al-Kalam), to answer
the following  problem: Does the mind ask the question for
understanding, or does it defend a prior understanding stemming from
doctrine ? Is the « difference » in the early hermeneutical practice about
the text or in it ?

Keywords : difference; interpretation; Ibn Qutaybah; understanding;
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