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The Manifestations of Cultural Critical Practice in the Arab Space: A
Criticism for Culture or a Cultural Criticism¢
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Abstract:

Cultural criticism is considered a critical activity that has its own theoretical principles and methodological
foundations although it draws on distinct fields of knowledge. Cultural criticism is based mainly on
considering culture as a field of study, which does not stop at the limits of literary texts. Accordingly, the
methodological frameworks for each field of knowledge must be adhered to. However, the breadth and
comprehensiveness of the term “culture” have led its fields to overlap, and have made the demarcation of
the boundaries of a single field of knowledge difficult to draw, especially with the emergence of the idea of
interdisciplinarity in contemporary critical studies. Therefore, some researchers were found to combine the
critical practices presented by Abdullah Al-Ghadami and Malik bin Nabi, and even literary critics such as
Mustafa Nasif, under the rubric of cultural studies in general and cultural criticism in particular, and there
are even some who associate it with Raymond Williams in the West. Are those cultural practices presented
by Malik Bennabi, Mustafa Nassef and Abdullah Al-Ghadami all listed under the name of cultural criticism?
Or is it a criticism of culture? What are the similarities and the differences between them?

Key words: criticism for culture; cultural criticism; Malik Bennabi; Mustafa Nasif, Abdullah Al-
Ghadami; the culture
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