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Images of the animal of the beast in pre-Islamic poetry: dimensions of presence and
forms of employment
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Abstract: The pre-Islamic poet paid great attention to his natural environment, so he
made the desert a fertile source to scoop from, so he fell into its arms and interacted
with it and derived his speech from it. His journey in the depths of the desert is a
journey towards the unknown, which awaits him at each station of his journey,
picturing all the animals and things he encounters in it. The animal had an important
place in the life of the pre-Islamic period, which made it occupy a space in their
poetic creativity as well, as almost a poem is not devoid of mentioning it, especially
the horse and the she-camel. and ostrich. This is what we shed light on in this study
that deals with some of the images of the beast in pre-Islamic poetry and its semantic
dimensions.

Key words: Pre-Islamic hair, zebra, wild bull, wild cow, ostrich, oppressor
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