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Equestrian sport in Algeria between folklore and military uses during the
intermediate period
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Abstract: The people of the Middle Maghreb have known horses since ancient times, as the Numidians were
¢ interested in breeding and exploiting them for several purposes, such as transportation, hunting and war. Thus, :
i equestrian sport was renowned for its great place among the Numidians, and with the arrival of the conquerors in the
Maghreb in the mid-seventh century, Arab horses have proliferated in the region and their numbers have increased,
contributing to the conquest movement and facilitating the conquerors’ route into the Maghreb. In this paper, we will
try to elaborate on the importance of horses for Maghreb’s central inhabitants and the extent to which the people of :
i Maghreb use horses in military and social public life and religious ceremonies. We will address the use of horses in
¢ sports and folkloric racing. We will also tackle horse racing and the interest of the Central Maghreb States in it, :
including the Rustamids, Hammadis, and Zayyanids. We will demonstrate that sport’s relationship with the traditions
of the region and its presence at Circumcision and the celebrations of the birth of the Prophet. The problem of the
i article will be about Maghreb’s relationship with equestrians and rides, and how did the people of Maghreb use
¢ equestrians in multiple areas to meet their different needs. We will rely on many historical sources, the most important
¢ of which are: Ibn Khaldun and his book Al-lbar, Ibn Adhara Al-Marrakchi and his book Al-Bayan Al-Maghrib,
geography the most important image of the land by Ibn Hawaqal, the paths by Al-Bakri, and Al-Hassan Al-Wazzan in
his book Description of Africa.
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