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Abstract: This study aims to present the sources that addressed the
appellation of Mauretania, and historical context in which it was
mentioned, in order to reveal some of the hidden aspects of the
Kingdom of Mauretania, that have been overlooked by the academic
studies compared to the attention given to the Kingdom of Numidia.
The study also aims to determine the origin and derivation of this
appellation, around which historians have debated.

The study concluded that the inhabitants of Mauretania were known
by multiple names, the most famous of which was "Moors," which
persited in usage until the end of the Antiquity. As for the entity of the
kingdom, there was only one name, which was Mauretania, but the
Greeks used to write it Maurusia. The study prouved that the origin of
the name is local, and it was attributed to both the country of
Mauretania and its inhabitants, most likely before the 5th century BC.
Keywords: Ancient Maghreb; Kingdom of Mauretania; Ancient
Libyans; Maurusia; Moors.
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Strabon, Géographie, traduit par Amédée Tardieu, Librairie Hachette, Paris, 1880, XVII, 3,
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