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Abstract:

In this study, we discuss the scholar and historian of Malikite
biographers, Abu al-Abbas Ahmed Baba al-Tanbukti, from the city of
Timbuktu, a descendant of the Aqit family, famous for knowledge and
righteousness in the countries of western Sudan. Khalaf's works are
considered one of the most important encyclopedic works in the
Maghreb's cultural history. He contributed abundantly in linking his
country with the Islamic countries, east and west. The book “Kifayat
al-muhtaj li-ma‘rifat man laysa fi al-dibaj” which he wrote at the
beginning of the century (11 AH / 17 CE) is considered one of the
most important sources of translations of Maliki jurists, because it
gives us a historical picture of all the events that these translators lived
through. is a summary of most of what was stated in his famous book
“Nayl al-1btihadj bi Tatriz al-Dibadj”, which he made an appendix
to the book “al-Dibaj al-mudhahhab fi marifat ayan ulama al-
madhhab” by Ibrahim ibn Al Ibn Farhin. In it, he combined
translations, literature, mysticism and history, and confined it to the
famous Maliki scholars, the first classifications, in the Islamic East
and West and Sudan. The book contained news that the researcher
would benefit from in political, intellectual, economic and social
history. Because it stands for information scattered in the folds of
translations.

Keywords: Ahmad Baba; Timbuktu; Kifayat al-muhtdj; Sudan al-
Gharbi; Biographical.
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