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Abstract: Prior to the French invasion, the Souk Ahras area was an
administrative district belonging to the Beylik of the East, led by Haji
Ahmed Bey. However, the governing relationship was unlike that in
the Constantine region owing to the nature of the tribe’s system in
Souk Ahras, the reason why, Ahmed Bey made efforts to win over the
tribes and directly maintain the authority of the Ottoman Empire.
After the occupation of the Annaba region from the north, and the
Constantine region from the west, the French command began
planning to move towards Batna and Tebessa, and their success in this
was dependent on prevailing of the Souk Ahras region, which has
complex geographical and social dimensions.

Hnece, the command of the French army resorted to reconnaissance
operations, and probing through some of its collaborators, without
incurring into the lands of the Hanansha tribe. France sent the first
military squad led by Major “Jameet” on February 08, 1839 for the
purpose of supporting Sheikh Al Rizki, yet, that didn’t work out and
settled in Guelma instead.

France set the first campaign to occupy the Souk Ahras area, led by
General Randon, with a military garrison of 1,000 soldiers, starting
from Guelma, passing through the Ain Al-Souda area near Sedrata,
but the campaign didn’t see the light of day

Keywords: Popular Resistance - Hanansheh tribe - Souk Ahras area -
The campaign to occupy Souk Ahras - Sheikh Al Rezki - The second
military campaign and the occupation of the Souk Ahras area, 1843.
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