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Abstract:

This article traces the history of translation and the role played by
French orientalists and translators as well as “indigenous” translators and
interpreters in Napoleon Bonaparte’s expedition to Egypt (1798 — 1801) and,
then the attack of Algiers Regency by General de Bourmont in July 1830.
This research shows that the role of translation was crucial in both cases and

Joolt gl
294



mailto:yzeghoudi@kku.edu.sa
mailto:nbenmerabet_75@yahoo.fr

Ay ran & gl oSl 3 B Sl 2l s

& > ®

the conquests could not concretize without its active participation. It also
shows that many of the translators or their sons after conquering Egypt
joined the French military assault of Algiers and helped translate for victors
and took up administrative positions in the French administration of
colonized Algeria and played important roles of mediation between the
colonizer and the colonized.

Keywords: translators; Napoleon’s expedition to Egypt; attack of Algiers
Regency; colonization of Algeria.
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