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Abstract ; Article info

In This article focuses on utilizing Critical Discourse | Received

Analysis (CDA) in studying Arabic political discourse. The 10/05/2021
aim of the paper is to search the intended ideologies and Accepted

the critical linguistic aspects in the political speech 16/05/2021
delivered by the Algerian President, Abdelmajid Tebboune,

while at hospital in Germany on 13th December, 2020. § v Second

The study puts these themes in their social and political | v/ (cpitical
contexts, with an emphasis on the lexicon used. The speech
has been extracted from YouTube. So as to achieve the
main objective of the paper, CDA is used as a theoretical
framework, to explore the speech. Fairclough's three-
dimensional model of CDA is used to analyse the data
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obtained. Macro and micro analyses were conducted in anfj v Analysis,

effort to connect social and linguistic practices. The results semantic
of the paper disclose that the speech under study has its macrostructures,
distinguishing characteristics and that language was used

i
diligently to reach the intended objectives of the speaRer. semantic

microstructures.

| -Introduction
Prior to embarking on an analysis of the speech of the Algerian
President, Abdelmajid Tebboune, while at hospital in Germany, it would
be helpful to present an abridged background on the events of the time
so as to contextualize his speech. In late October 2020, the president
flew to Germany in order to treat serious health complications caused by
COVID-19. The two-month absence of President Abdelmajid Tebboune
paralysed the government domestically and weakened its position
internationally. Internally, several decisions were postponed and
procedures to promote the unstable economy and fight the disease were
frustrated. Regionally, the White House recognized Morocco’s
sovereignty over the Western Sahara territory.
On January 3", 2021, the president flew back to Germany for further
treatment for complications in his foot resulting from a Corona virus
infection.
This paper explores the political speech delivered by the Algerian
President, Abdelmajid Tebboune, following his treatment in Germany.
While many researches have explored political speeches from different
stands and during critical points of time, this study analyses a political
speech delivered on a very crucial time for Algeria and the Algerians.
The president’s discourse will be analysed from a linguistic angle, an
approach on how language can be used carefully to reach the intended
objectives of the speaker. This article aims to analyse an original Arabic-
language discourse using the CDA approach of Norman Fairclough's,
presented in 1992. In an attempt to understand the extent to which the
speaker’s ideologies are echoed in his linguistic choices, this analysis
will  investigate the structure, the meaning and the language of
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Tebboune’s speech by observing the semantic macrostructures
(meaning) as well as the lexical style. To do so, the article will be
divided into three parts, the first of which is a theoretical one. It exposes
a requisite skeletal presentation of CDA, main criteria of political
discourse and key principles of Fairclough's model. The second section
Is methodological and gives a critical account to discourse analysis. The
third part displays the major findings of the analysis.

1. Theoretical Underpinnings

1.1. Discourse
Discourse is a complex concept to define. According to Van Dijk
(1977), discourse can be defined as text in context, as action and process
which are “liable for empiric analysis" (2). Fairclough (1989, p.24)
differentiates between discourse and text, stating that discourse is "the
whole process of social interaction of which a text is just a part”. While
discourse refers to verbal communication that can be observed in the
usage of spoken, written and signed language, a text, according to
Halliday and Hassan (1976), refers to "any passage, spoken or written,
of whatever length” (5).
Political discourse, according to Van Dijk (1997), refers to “the text and
talk of professional politicians or political institutions, such as presidents
and prime ministers and other members of government, parliament or
political parties, both at the local, national and international levels” (12).
He adds that politicians selectively choose the lexical items that they
believe they would “effectively emphasize or de-emphasize political
attitudes and opinions, garner support, manipulate public opinion,
manufacture political consent, or legitimate political power" (25).

1.2. Critical Discourse Analysis
The analysis of discourse, including political discourse, is the analysis of
language in use (Brown et.al. 1). It is an investigation of what that
language is used for (ibid). Critical Discourse Analysis, on the other
hand, is an approach to language analysis that deals with elements
related to language, power and ideology (Fairclough, 1997, p.9). It
considers language as a form of social practice where language users
perform in a group of cultural, social and psychological frameworks.
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CDA is not limited to the study of the relationships between textual
structures; rather, it explores the relationships between textual structures
and their function in context. "Critical", according to Fairclough (1992,
p.18), “implies showing connections and causes which are hidden”.
Therefore, the task of Critical Discourse Analysts is to display the
hidden elements of the discourse which are not evident for the public.

1.3. Fairclough's model
Norman Fairclough, one of the eminent scholars who established CDA
as an area of research, argues that the analysis of a specific discourse
requires a three-dimensional process: text analysis (description);
processing analysis (interpretation) and social analysis (explanation). He
asserts that "CDA gives attention to the dynamic interplay between text
production, the text itself, and text interpretation or consumption™ (1992,
p.3). In other words, the interpretation of a given text requires analysis
of the social and discursive practices to acquire a complete
understanding of the analysed text. Based on this model, the political
speech under study is analysed in relation to semantic macrostructures
(topics) and semantic microstructures (local meanings). While the first
presents the major topics that occupy the speech, the second deals with
the main critical linguistic elements of the speech: intertextuality of text,
religious utterances, and repetition.

2. Analysis and Discussion

2.1. Social and Discursive Practices
Since CDA requires the consideration of the social conditions that
Impact textual production, it seems useful to give a historical
background about the situation in Algeria when the president delivered
this speech.
The huge anti-government demonstrations which took place in 2019
eventually ended President Bouteflika’s long rule. The presidential
elections that followed were won by Abdelmajid Tebboune. Soon after
his arrival to presidency, Algeria found itself on the cusp of a critical
domestic and regional uncertainty. This period of unrest, worsened by
the outbreak of COVID-19, have delayed Algeria's endeavours to
regulate the frailties.
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In October 2020, the president reportedly contracted the COVID-19 and
was flown to Germany for treatment. His long absence destabilized the
regime, and growing dismay at the government's actions boiled over in
another wave of protests. Regionally, Algeria lost influence on the
Western Sahara issue to Morocco.
As for the discursive practice, the speaker produces the political speech
in a five-minute video message. The president delivered his speech on
December 13",
2.2. Linguistic practices
This paper follows a two-stage analysis of the political speech under
study macro analysis (topics) and micro analysis (main linguistic
features). This part exposes the major findings of the investigation in
each of these levels.
2.2.1. Ideological Analysis: Semantic macrostructures in Tebboune’s
Speech
The political speech delivered by president Tebboune sent a number of
important messages to Algerians and to the entire world. These are
outlined as follows:
e Greeting
The first message delivered by the Algerian President is greeting
the people who were watching the video.
all 5 3Ma Call dana Lo Lis 5 Lila) e alus g aglll dia 5 ans Sl s 1) il sy
e Sl
In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful, and may
God bless and grant peace to our Imam and our beloved Prophet
Muhammad, a thousand prayers and a thousand peace be upon him
e Informing
This second message informs the Algerians of the health status of the
president. |
Z AN o e iy e die () sale LS ce) 32 () gilal gl Ll ccilidal sall L
sdas e A Juab i deall 5asll U )sS by (e Gubeal 8 GIS Ll de jull #lia e
Gasb d deall (LY LY 5 o Sull adiiaal) 8 Wildal Juady SIS g adlal 5 ailic
) g il el
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Dear citizens, as you know, nearly two months ago, | was urgently taken
abroad, when | was hit by the Corona epidemic. Today, praise be to
God, thanks to God Almighty, His care and kindness, as well as thanks
to our doctors in the Military Hospital and German doctors, thank God, |
began the path of recovery.
e Reassurance
The third message, which reassures the Algerians that the legislative
elections will take place in due course and that the sanitary situation is
under control, is represented in a number of extracts as follows:
S ) ClAEY) ¢ il 2K Laalll e )5 ol Al 3 (e e LA dailly
sl my 5 ) Alaal) 8 Bl S0 g il a1l S
Regarding the elections, | asked the presidency to see with the
committee in charge of the new election law so that it [the law] would be
present as soon as possible so that we could start the process that comes
after the constitution.
Gl Lo (AN Ada 1300 G L sad s Caman ) Ol daad) (g 5 58 sl Aaailly
0all 13a (mlai) b aalu e JSTEIS KN 5 S8 Als 520
As for Coronavirus, thank God, things have gradually returned from
1,300 cases to nearly 520 cases. Thanks to God and thanks also to
everyone who contributed to the decrease in this number.
Ll yedai Lay 52020 3 jae 5 ddle ddrile s of alie ] dhalaidy) slall 4yl
s () iy Chman JAo 55 bl se sl Gy Y Ol ol ylas (53 5yl A cpae 8
As for economic life, I think things are going on, going on and the 2020
budget may show that we are sitting in the path we have taken by not
touching any low-income citizen with new taxes.
e Emphasizing Algeria’s Strength
The speech carries an important message related to Algeria's regional
power. Tebboune emphasized that Algeria has always been strong and
will remain so.
Lo o llanlay a8 e JS Ga o 68 g0 g8 ) jalla M\GAMM\&LAJJJML;
Al Ay Jsd gadsie dallia 5¢ 5o 58 0 5al o<l 54 Hlain LS LIS Llla 5 g
o 5Se il e a5 Y 5 ne Lellgal (8 il all o) 1 el as N v (g3 elliall
oot Al (e a5 V) adie Ly Bla ) jue Lo da L
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As for the political situation in the region, Algeria is strong and stronger
than what some might think. We all predicted what is going on now, but
Algeria is not shaken, and here | take the saying and the statement of the
good of God, Sidi Abd al-Rahman al-Tha'alabi: Algeria is in its
conditions a wonder, and its people's sufferings last not. Every time a
hardship happens to it, relief from God directly follows after.
e Recommending
The last part of the speech is addressed to the Minister of Interior and
Governors where the president recommends them to make the school
entry a successful one.
G A5 e i gl deall (ol daall ¢ aalall Jeaal) 5 ) Jsaall 4l
Gl e 8Y 51 5 Aa0 555 aad) (gl ¢ Jlad1 5 o s g ay ad L
5 ALl Gla 1l (ad VL adl padL 5 Jlal) lalial daally agle Ll Ll 3 sl
il il

Regarding school entry and university entry, praise be to God, praise be
to God, | recommend only once more, especially after snow and rain
have fallen, the Minister of Interior and Governors, recommend them, to
literally applicate what we have agreed upon with regard to the shadow
areas, especially, especially, especially, the hot meals and school
transportation.
In the macrostructures discussed above, both cohesion and coherence of
speech, two elements shaped by ideological perspectives, can be found.
While cohesion refers to the continuity in the surface structure (word
and sentence) of the discourse, coherence refers to continuity in meaning
or the overall interrelated-ness of the discourse (Louwerse & Graesser,
217).

2.2.2. Local meanings: Semantic Microstructures in Tebboune’s

Speech

The ideological beliefs discussed above are expressed through specific
semantic microstructures as they are under the control of the speaker
who selectively decides which propositions and lexical content will be
transmitted to the listener.
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This section deals with the critical linguistic part of the study. Analysing
Tebboune’s speech, the most distinct features can be found in
intertextuality of text, religious expressions, and repetition.
o Intertextuality of Text
As an important political rhetorical technique, intertextuality requires
borrowing from other texts in producing a new one. It is a persuasive
method used to make the audience consider what the speaker says.
Tebboune’s use of intertextuality can be considered as a purposeful use.
This assumption would be advocated through the following direct
borrowing used by Tebboune in his text:
Lellsal (2 30l o)t el Gas 5l e (s llall ) 15 58 5 2 5 2T Lia
o5l A e yen 5 V) pdie gy Bl 5 e Lo daleos ySe ilill g a5y Y 5 cane
and here I take the saying and the statement of the God’s Representative,
Sidi Abd al-Rahman al-Tha'alabi: Algeria is in its conditions a wonder,
and its people's sufferings last not. Every time a hardship happens to it,
relief from God directly follows after.
Tebboune borrows an extract from the Algerian great thinker Abd al-
Rahman al-Tha'alabi to stress the idea that the future of Algeria is secure
despite of the challenges dangers that surround it.
¢ Religious expressions
A number of religious lexical register has been noticed in the speech.
The following is an example of the religious expressions employed by
the Algerian President in his speech:
idiinnal) 8 LGkl Jaagy S gadhlyadilic g day je dil Juni i aeall 5ol
A lay Al Byl 4 deadl QLY LY 5 5 Suall
Today, praise be to God, thanks to God Almighty, His care and
kindness, as well as thanks to our doctors in the Military Hospital and
German doctors, thank God, | began the path of recovery.
e Repetition
Any critical linguistic investigation on political discourse should take
repetition into consideration. Repetition in Arabic argumentative
discourse, according to Al-Jubouri (9), may fall under one of three
levels: the morphological level, the word level and the chunk level. This
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paper, however, focuses on word repetition as a recurring device used in
the speech under study.
Word repetition in the speech is not merely an artistic device, but it has a
pivotal rhetorical function. Al-Khafaji (19) believes that repetition *“can
have didactic, playful, emotional, artistic, textual and rhetorical
functions". The following extracts from Tebboune’s speech clarify this
point.
In the following extract, the word “especially” u=3Ythas been repeated
three times.
5 Jhal) Bhlial duilly adde L L g jall gadaill e Y5l 5 A0alall 55 il sl
el Jal g Al i gl (i (sl (el

I recommend the Minister of Interior and Governors, to literally
applicate what we have agreed upon with regard to the shadow areas,
especially, especially, especially, the hot meals and school
transportation.
The message the president intends to deliver here is taking care of the
students in remote areas. Repetition is used to emphasize his idea.
The above analysis has shown how intertextuality, religious expressions
and repetition, tools for lexical cohesion, have been used to support
Tebboune’s ideology and political strategies. One of these strategies is to
emphasize Algeria’s strength through the persuasive act of repeating
positive words. Another is the reassurance strategy through which he
refers to the challenges Algeria is facing. To do so, Tebboune has
refuged to the repetition of specific words which have affective as well
as persuasive power.

3. Major Findings
The investigation of the speech has answered the two questions of this
paper. The first question is: "What are the intended ideologies included
in Tebboune's text?" The findings of the first part of the investigation
have demonstrated that the most important ideological components of
the speech can be outlined in the following key elements:

e Reassuring the Algerians about the economic and sanitary

(COVID-19) challenges.
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e Declaring Algeria's strength despite the domestic and regional
dangers surrounding it.
¢ Informing his audience of his health status after having contracted
the COVID-109.

The general underlying theme of the speech is emphasizing that the
country is secure and that the government is able to face any challenge,
domestically and internationally. This paper investigated the ideological
aspects of Tebboune’s political speech. The analysis, which is rooted in
Fairclough's notions of ideology existing in text, was an endeavour to
connect the discourse with the social practices and to decrypt the hidden
ideology of the speech under study.
The second question is: "What are the distinguishing linguistic
components and strategies employed by Tebboune to persuade his
recipients of his ideology?" The findings of the investigation have
demonstrated that the president refers to intertextuality and the
employment of religious expressions, and that various linguistic
strategies, the use of repetition for example, are employed by the speaker
to transmit his ideas.
It can be concluded that the language in Tebboune's speech affects and is
affected by the social, cultural and political phenomena surrounding
him. In this study, it has been found that intertextuality of text, combined
with religious expressions and repetition have been used extensively in
Tebboune’s speech not only to raise the language style, but also to avail
the ideological purposes discussed earlier. It has been employed to
influence and persuade the public.
Conclusion

Critical Discourse Analysis is the approach that explores the
relationship between ideology and language. It presents effective
approaches for analysing public speeches. In this paper, understanding
the social and historical contexts that escorted the creation of the text led
to a better understanding of the speech. The linguistic function and
socio-cultural function interrelatedness as presented by Fairclough have
been exposed by the results of the analysis.
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The employment of various discourse registers in Tebboune’s speech,
combined with extensive use of intertextuality and repetition,
demonstrates that language as a means of communication can be
attentively used not only to reflect the stylistic part of the user but
also to reflect his ideology, manifested in his endeavours to impact the
receivers of his text.

Works Cited

Al- Jubouri, A. (1984). The Role of Repetition in Arabic Argumentative Discourse.
In Swales, J. and Mustafa, H. (eds).

Al-Khafaji, R. (2005). Variation and Recurrence in the Lexical Chains of Arabic and
English texts. Poznan Studies in Contemporary Linguistics, 40, 5-25.

Brown, G. and Yule, G. (1983). Discourse Analysis. Cambridge: Cambridge
University press. Fairclough, N. (1995). Critical Discourse Analysis: the
critical study of Language. New York: Longman.

Fairclough, N. (1989). Language and Power. London: Longman.

Fairclough, N. (1992). Language and Social Change. London: Polity Press.

Fairclough, N. & Wodak, R. (1997). Critical Discourse Analysis. In van Dijk, T. A.
(Ed.), Discourse as social interaction: A multidisciplinary introduction, 2,
258-84. London: Sage Publications Ltd.

Fairclough, N. (1999). Critical Discourse Analysis: The Critical Study of Language.
London: Longman

Halliday, M.A.K. and Hassan, R. (1976). Cohesion in English. London: Longman.

Louwerse MM, Graesser AC. Coherence in discourse. In: Strazny P, editor.
Encyclopedia of linguistics. Chicago, IL: Fitzroy Dearborn; 2005. pp. 216—
218. [Google Scholar]

Van Dijk, T. A. (1977). Coherence. Textand Context: Exploration in the
Semantics and Pragmatics of Discourse. London: Longman.

Van Dijk, T. A. (1993). Principles of critical discourse analysis. Discourse and
Society, 4(2), 249-83.

Van Dijk, T. A. (1995). Aims of Critical Discourse Analysis. Japanese Discourse, 1,

17- 27.

Van Dijk, T. A. (1997). What is Political Discourse Analysis? Belgian Journal of
Linguistics, 11, 11-52.

Van Dijk, T. A. (1998). Ideology: A Multidisciplinary Approach. London: Sage

Publications.

The Speech can be

474




