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The law of March 8, 1938 and the position of the
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Abstract:

The French have understood that the Arabic language is one of the
components of the Algerian personality, and that the survival of this
language means the survival of the national character which destroys
their colonial project. They therefore took a set of decisions to replace the
Arabic language with the French language, the most important of which
is the law of March 8, 1938 (Shoutan law), which prohibited the use and
learning of the Arabic language, which was besieged by crippling
conditions that shook the Algerian identity. The aim of this article is to
study Shoutan's law and its impact on Algerians and the reaction of the
association of Algerian Muslim scholars. This study concluded that the
association of Algerian Muslim scholars did not accept this law and was
subject to harassment from the French colonizer and the closure of
several of these schools.

Keywords: Shoutan, Association of Muslim scholars, law of March 8,
1938.
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