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Abstract:
The phenomenon of non-distinction between legally protected freedom of
expression and hate speech, which often results in violation of the rights of
individuals, has recently emerged.Various international documents have dealt
with the freedom of speech as a sacred right that must be respected and not
breached by everyone. However, the overuse of the freedom of expression has
led to restrictions imposed on it in order to reduce hate speech and the ensuing
severe damages. Hence, criminalization of hate speech has become a necessity
and was explicitly referred to by some international documents and adopted by
international criminal courts in their statutes. All of this have reflected on
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States which moved towards enacting many laws condemning the practice of
hate speech in all its forms.

Keywords: freedom of expression; hate speech; criminalization; international
conventions; international criminal courts.
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